Kawenata

COVENANT STATEMENT BETWEEN TGB AND THE RUNANGA

This covenant defines the relationship between the Territorial Governance Board (TGB)
and The Runanga, who each make a perpetual binding promise to each other to work
towards the goal of fulfilling: God’s plan for Aotearoa, The Salvation Army’s Tiriti
alignment; and enhancing Maori aspirations within The Salvation Army.

The authority for this kawenata-covenant is based on biblical views of the covenant, Te
Tiriti o Waitangi' as a covenant and The Salvation Army’s covenantal culture. The biblical
concept of berit-covenant? in the Old Testament sees God make an everlasting covenant
with Israel as his chosen people. Covenant is the formalisation of a relationship. It implies
an everlasting or continued protection of that relationship and is recognised as sacred
because God is involved.

A covenant carries mutual responsibilities the parties commit to for the mutual flourishing
of the other. A covenant is unconditional and self-governed as opposed to conditional
contracts. In the term karat berit the covenant is actioned by a cutting and spilling of
blood hence the term ‘cut a covenant. Jesus, the unique son of God, was wounded, died
and was resurrected to life as the new covenant, which extends God’s Old Testament
covenant with Israel to all humanity.

This context and the Gospel influence in the formulation of the 1840 Treaty of Waitangi
& Tiriti o Waitangi reiterates this founding document to be considered as a kawenata - a
covenant - a sacred relationship - he taonga tapu. The biblical covenant extended into Te
Tiriti o Waitangi finds resonance with The Salvation Army’s internal covenantal culture.

'Articles of the Treaty of Waitangi
2Summary of berit from the Lexham Theological Wordbook: Michael R. Jones, “Covenant,”



https://teara.govt.nz/en/document/4216/the-three-articles-of-the-treaty-of-waitangi

Kawenata

COVENANT STATEMENT BETWEEN TGB AND THE RUNANGA

These are the following responsibilities the Territorial Governance Board (TGB)
and the Riinanga commit to each other before the Lord:

The Runanga and TGB are committed to the International Mission Statement and the
Mission Statement of The Salvation Army in the territory of New Zealand, Fiji, Tonga
and Samoa.

The Runanga and TGB will protect their formal relationship before the Lord.

The Runanga and TGB will commit to seek the best for both parties in line with
kingdom values, the promises of Te Tiriti o Waitangi, and the shared strategic
priorities of The Salvation Army.

The Rinanga and TGB will commit to the outworking of the articles of Te Tiriti-
o-Waitangi; A1 Kawanatanga - governance, A2 Tino Rangatiratanga - protect,
preserve, enable Maori aspirations, A3 Oritetanga - equity and equality.

The Runanga commits to working in collaboration with TGB on strategic plans within
The Salvation Army and Territory

TGB gives shared responsibility and accountability to the Rinanga over all things
Maori and all things that affect Maori within The Salvation Army.

TGB will commit resourcing to The Runanga to achieve equitable outcomes for
Maori.

The Runanga, in good faith, commits to the strategic direction outlined in ‘He Waka
Eke Noa” set by TGB to ensure the greatest Maori outcomes will be achieved.

The Runanga and TGB agree to carry out the tenets of this kawenata-
covenant to the best of their abilities.

Signed on behalf of TGB: ..eciivviriiiiiiiiii e Date: ..ooovvvviiiiiiiiien,

Signed on behalf of The RUNANGA: .....vvviviniiiiiiiir e, Date: cvvvvverineirininnn
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